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eLearning Plan for English 2 Honors - E. Davis 

(This document is available in our class pages on Edmodo) 
Days 1-7 

Concluding The Namesake Unit 
While you are at home during the COVID-19 school closure, you will complete the assignments that are 
outlined below. Each “school day” and the assignments that are due are in red so that you can locate them 
easily. Also, be mindful that each assignment will be due on turnitin.com. Please make sure to submit 
assignments on time to avoid late penalties. 
*Students who are working on The Joy Luck Club unit: complete the work that was assigned on Edmodo and 
proceed to the essay and project assignments below. 
 
Communication 

● Feel free to reach out to me via email (eleni.davis@richlandone.org), on Edmodo, or Remind should 
you have any questions. 

 
Standards 
R.L.5.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text; identify multiple supported interpretations.  
R.L.6.1 Determine a theme of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text 
R.L.9.1 Determine the figurative and connotative meanings of words and phrases; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone 
R.L.11.1 Analyze and provide evidence of how the author’s choice of point of view, perspective, and purpose 
shape content, meaning, and style. 
W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 

Objective: I will be able to analyze and evaluate the development of characters and the plot of The Namesake. 
Essential Questions 

1. How do place and culture determine one’s identity? 

2. To what extent is it fair or logical that someone’s origin should determine their future outcome? 

 

Resources needed to complete the lessons: 

● Edmodo 

● Turnitin.com 

● Microsoft Word 

● The Namesake or The Joy Luck Club (novels) 

DAY 1  

Warm-up: 

As he grows to adulthood, Gogol experiences the conflict between his parents’ attachment to their culture of 

origin, and his wish to be fully American. His parents never completely accept how Americanized their children 

are: “For when Ashima and Ashoke close their eyes it never fails to unsettle them, that their children sound 

just like Americans.” Ashoke, perhaps because he is more involved in the outside world, accepts certain 

aspects of American life, but until the novel’s final chapters, Ashima remains deeply homesick and distrustful 

of the world around her.  
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In a well-developed paragraph, discuss how each of these characters’ attitudes and prejudices influence the 

others, and explain which view you find most sympathetic or understandable. 

 

Respond to the questions on chapters 8 & 9: 

1. Gogol is "secretly pleased that [Moushumi] has seen th[e] rooms [of his house on Pemberton Road], 
tasted his mother's cooking, washed her hands in the bathroom, however long ago" (200). How is this 
significant to Gogol’s identity development? 

2. Compare Moushumi's rebellion at Brown to Gogol's rebellion at Yale. 
3. How does Moushumi perceive the breakup of her engagement to Graham in relation to her cultural 

heritage? 
4. What is evident through Moushumi and Gogol´s wedding plans? How does Gogol learn to appreciate 

his parents´ courage on the occasion of his own wedding? 
5. Discuss the significance of the way that Moushumi signs the marriage license as well as Gogol’s 

reaction.  
6. Evaluate the significance of Moushumi´s Brooklyn friends, Astrid and Donald, in regards to the way 

they affect the plot’s development and, more specifically, Moushumi and Gogol’s relationship.  
Reflection: 
A great writer can be the voice of a generation. The Namesake primarily focuses on its  characters’ inner lives, 
with less emphasis on sweeping political, religious, or moral themes.  To what extent are Gogol’s attitudes and 
experiences unique to him? To what extent are they larger in scope, and applicable to generations of 
immigrants and their families? How are the novel’s themes of cultural dislocation particular to Indian 
immigrants and how are they applicable to other cultures? 

 
DAY 2  

Warm-Up: 
Write a short character sketch of Gogol, ten years after the conclusion of the novel, when he is just over 40. 
What will he be like, and what will have been his successes and challenges as he nears middle age? Explain 
how understanding Gogol’s maturation as a character demonstrates the novel’s larger themes. 
 
Respond to the questions on chapters 11 & 12: 

1. What thoughts run through Nikhil´s mind about his marriage to Moushumi while his wife is away for 
the weekend in Palm Beach at another conference?  

2. Discuss the significance of the book Nikhil decides to buy Moushumi for Christmas. Why does he 
believe a trip would be good for them? How does the flock of pigeons that he sees gathering in the sky 
when he looks up from the book seem to be a good omen for him?  

3. What information about Moushumi and Gogol’s relationship do we learn from the thoughts in 
Ashima’s mind? Why does she seem reconciled to the fact that Moushumi and Gogol, while resorting 
to the use of "American common sense" (276), did not feel it was their duty to remain married, as her 
generation would have done? 

4. In what ways has Gogol come to appreciate his parents’ courage in having built a life for themselves so 
far away from Calcutta? How does he now look upon his own attempts at distancing himself from his 
family throughout all these years? How is he critical of himself?  

5. As she packs her belongings, Ashima thinks about the years spent in the house on Pemberton Road: 
"And though she still does not feel fully at home within these walls on Pemberton Road she knows that 
this is home nevertheless – the world for which she is responsible, which she has created, which is 
everywhere around her, needing to be packed up, given away, thrown out bit by bit" (280). 
If her house is now her "home," would it be logical to say that America is also Ashima's "home?" As you 
discuss this question, explain what "home" means to you.  
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6. What does Gogol mean when he thinks to himself that "his time with [Moushumi] seems like a 
permanent part of him that no longer has any relevance, or currency. As if that time were a name he'd 
ceased to use" (284)? How has his identity now changed as a result of his divorce? 

 

Final Reflection: 

Did you find the ending of The Namesake surprising? What did you expect from Moushumi and Gogol's 

marriage? Do you think Moushumi is entirely to blame for her infidelity? Is Gogol a victim at the end of the 

book? In the last few pages of The Namesake, Gogol begins to read "The Overcoat" for the first time --- the 

book his father gave him, by his "namesake." Where do you imagine Gogol will go from here? Do you think he 

remains close with Sonia (and Ben), with Ashima, despite the distance 6 months of the year? Does he remain 

in contact with the mashis of his mother’s Bengali circle of friends? 

 

DAYS 2 -7  

 

The Namesake - Final Assessment: Literary Analysis Essay (Major Grade) 

Choose one of the prompts below and write an essay that is between 750-1000 words long. At the end of day 

3 you will have to submit a rationale of your prompt selection, your thesis statement, and a brief outline of 

your essay. At the end of Day 5, you will have to submit a rough draft of your essay. Your final draft will be due 

at the end of Day 7. 

 

1. Write an analysis of a key character in The Namesake or The Joy Luck Club. Describe two to three key 

actions of the character, or how the character responds to events. What do the actions reveal about 

the character? Do the character’s actions fit together, or do they contradict each other? If they 

contradict, what does that contradiction say about the character’s emotional and mental capacity? 

Analyze the character’s psychological background. Why does the character act in the way he/she does? 

How does the author’s characterization in the text reflect this psychological background? 

 

2. Most often, literary works have both internal conflict (individual v. self) and external conflict (individual 

v. individual, society, nature, or technology). Additionally, one can often find that a character’s internal 

conflict is linked to an external one. Focus on the way that both internal and external conflicts are 

interconnected in The Namesake/The Joy Luck Club. How does the external conflict illuminate the 

internal one? What meaningful parallels or incongruencies do you observe when comparing the two, 

and what is the significance within the context of the story? 

 

3.  In The Namesake/The Joy Luck Club, some of our characters come into conflict with the culture in 

which they live. Often, the characters feel alienated in their community or society due to race, gender, 

class or ethnic background. Choose a character that experiences this kind of conflict. How is the 

character alienated from their community and how do they respond to it? What does that character’s 

alienation say about the surrounding society’s assumptions, morality and values? In what way(s) do 

literary elements reflect how that society defines race, gender, class and/or ethnicity? How does this 

create conflict for the character?  
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Day What is Due Where? 

3 Submit a rationale of your prompt selection, your thesis 

statement, and a brief outline of your essay.  

turnitin.com 

5 Submit a rough draft of your essay.  turnitin.com 

7 Submit your final draft. turnitin.com 
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DAY 8-12 

The Immigration Simulation Project 

Standards 
I.3.3 Gather information from a variety of primary and secondary sources and evaluate for perspective, 
validity, and bias. 
I.5.2 Analyze and evaluate previous assumptions; test claims; predict outcomes; and justify results to guide 
future action. 
C.2.1 Present information and findings from multiple authoritative sources; assess the usefulness of each 
source in answering the research question, citing supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning, and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
C.3.2 Create visual and/or multimedia presentations using a variety of media forms to enhance understanding 
of findings, reasoning, and evidence for diverse audiences. 
W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
 

Objective: I will be able to gain a close understanding of the US immigration process while considering the 

impact that it has on individuals, families, and communities. 

 

Essential Questions 

3. Is liberty and justice for all attainable?  

4. To what extent is it fair or logical that someone’s origin should determine their future outcome? 

Resources needed to complete the lessons: 

● Internet browser for research 

● Turnitin.com 

● Microsoft Word 

● PowerPoint, Prezi, Film-making app, Audio recording app 

 

DAY 8 

Step 1- Gaining an Understanding 

As is evident in the information from Patrick Manning and Tiffany Trimmer’s book Migration in World History 

(London: Routledge, 2013) and the “Global Migration Trends Factsheet” by the International Organization for 

Migration (2015) listed below, immigration has been integral to human existence from the very beginning. 

Check out some of the information listed below to gain a better understanding: 

● “Although this is still debated among historians and archaeologists, humans are thought to have first 

migrated from Africa between 60,000-80,000 years ago. 

● The total number of immigrants worldwide has been increasing steadily in the last 50 years, reaching 

244 million in 2015. However, since the total world population is also increasing, the percentage of 

people who are migrants remains around 3%. 

● Many of the reasons that people migrate are the same today as they have been for centuries: a desire 

to be with family members; a search for food, shelter, and economic opportunity; a need to escape 

war or political repression; the protection of their human rights (see definition below). Migration can 

also be involuntary when one group uses violence to displace another. 

 



ENGLISH 2 HONORS eLearning Plan - Ms. E. Davis - 6 

Your Geography courses have taught you valuable information you’ll need for this project: 

● Migration: people moving from one place to another 

● Emigration: people moving out of a country 

● Immigration: people moving into a new country 

 

Human Rights 

“The principles of human rights were drawn up by human beings as a way of ensuring that the dignity of 

everyone is properly and equally respected, that is, to ensure that a human being will be able to fully 

develop and use human qualities such as intelligence, talent, and conscience and satisfy his or her spiritual 

and other needs” (Australian Human Rights Commission, “Understanding Human Rights”). 

 

Resources you will need: 

To understand how the U.S. immigration system works: 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/how-united-states-immigration-system-works  

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/content/explainer-how-us-legal-immigration-system-works 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/05/17/key-facts-about-u-s-immigration-policies-and-proposed-

changes/  

THE IMMIGRATION SIMULATION PROCESS - MAKING SENSE OF IT ALL 

1. Choose one of the immigrant profiles that are listed below. Familiarize yourself with the 

characteristics and circumstances of your chosen profile. Research the country of origin and pay 

attention to historical and current events that may have prompted the people in your scenario to 

immigrate.  

 

Immigrant Profile Country of Origin Reason for Immigration 

Nicholas (37) 
● Currently works as a bank teller; has 

limited knowledge of English 
● married  
● has three children aged 3, 6, and 13 

Argentina Family Unity 
(his brother lives in the United States and 
wants to sponsor Nicholas) 

Vongsavanh (64) 
● widower 
● has two adult children  

Laos Refugee 

Stella (37) 
● Married 
● has twins aged 9 
● She and her husband used to own a 

convenience store. They sold it for 
200,000 euros and would like to invest 
in a new business opportunity in the US 

Greece Financial crisis/ business investment 

Dan (49) 
● Electrician 
● Married  
● Has one daughter aged 17 

Vietnam Family unity (Dan’s sister wants to 
sponsor them so that his daughter can 
receive a better education) 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/how-united-states-immigration-system-works
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/content/explainer-how-us-legal-immigration-system-works
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/05/17/key-facts-about-u-s-immigration-policies-and-proposed-changes/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/05/17/key-facts-about-u-s-immigration-policies-and-proposed-changes/
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Lina (21) 
● Single 
● Political activist 
● Recent university graduate with a 

degree in journalism 

Venezuela Political persecution 

Ludwig (26) 
● Single 
● Has advanced degrees in computer 

science 
● Fluent in English 

Germany Work 

Hodan (32) 
● Single 
● Mother of two toddlers, aged 1 and 3 
● Trained as a caregiver  

Somalia Refugee 

Sylvia (29) 
● Divorced 
● Mother of a 7-year-old 
● Trained as a hairdresser 

Mexico Family unity (Sylvia’s new fiancee would 
like to sponsor her and her child) 

 

2. Start your journey by learning about U.S. residency, green cards, and citizenship requirements: 

https://www.usa.gov/immigration-and-citizenship  

→ WHAT IS DUE: A one-paragraph reflection on the new knowledge you’ve gained. (submit this to the 

dropbox on turnitin.com by 11:59 p.m.) 

 

DAYS 9-10  

PAPERWORK AND APPLICATION COSTS 

3. Access the forms that you would have to complete in order to start your immigration process here: 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/immigrate.html  

○ Calculate the cost of your visa application. Make sure that you are taking into account all of the 

forms you will have to complete. Reflect on how you would have secured the funds to proceed 

with your application. 
○ Make sure to download the .pdf version of each form you will have to complete. Once you have 

completed each form, save it to a file you can access easily. 
■ DO NOT COMPLETE AND/OR SUBMIT ANY ONLINE FORMS! These are legal documents, 

so we must treat them with respect. 

○ Some forms require attachments. Naturally, you do not have to attach anything to your forms, 

but reflect on the time and effort it would take to collect all of the attachments.  
○ Research how long it would take for your visa request to be processed. Reflect on the hardships 

that this wait-time may bring about for the people in your scenario. 
→WHAT IS DUE on Day 9: All of your reflections listed under section 3 (submit these to the dropbox on 

turnitin.com by 11:59 p.m.) 

→WHAT IS DUE on Day 10: Your completed immigration forms (.pdf). (submit these to the dropbox on 

turnitin.com by 11:59 p.m.) 

https://www.usa.gov/immigration-and-citizenship
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/immigrate.html
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DAY 11 

TRANSITIONS 

4. Your visa has been approved and you need to start planning your transition to the United States. 

Research the following: 

○ airfare costs (note that ticket prices are usually much higher than now)  

○ housing costs in the area that you are immigrating to 

○ job opportunities that match your qualifications and potential income 

○ If the people in your chosen profile have children, research childcare costs for younger children 

and school options for school-aged children. Also, take into account how your children will 

commute to school and who will care for them after school is dismissed in the afternoon. 

→WHAT IS DUE: A word document listing all of your findings. Make sure to label everything clearly; 

organization is a must. (submit this to the dropbox on turnitin.com by 11:59 p.m.)  

 

DAY 12 

PRESENTING YOUR FINDINGS 

5. For your final product, you can create a PowerPoint presentation, Prezi, short documentary, or podcast 

to share your findings with the class. The presentations must be between 8 and 10 minutes long and 

will take place in April, but you must submit your final product for a grade beforehand. Your product 

and presentation should show that you have gained a clear understanding of the immigration process 

through this experience. Use the information from all of the previous steps while creating your final 

product. Make sure to study the rubric below and ask Ms. Davis questions before deciding on a specific 

product if you are at all confused.  

→WHAT IS DUE: A proposal for your final product containing the following information: 1. What will your 

final product be and why did you choose this particular product? 2. How do you intend to present your final 

product? 3. How will you ensure that it will convey your understanding of the immigration process? 4. How 

do you intend to engage your audience during your presentation? (submit this to the dropbox on 

turnitin.com by 11:59 p.m.) 

 

 

 

 

Please refer to the Rubric that is on the next page... 
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Rubric 
 

Criteria 5 10 15 20 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 

Project does not 

convey meaning and 

understanding of the 

immigration process 

Project partially 

conveys meaning and 

understanding of the 

immigration process 

Project adequately 

conveys meaning and 

understanding of the 

immigration process 

Project clearly conveys 

meaning and 

understanding of the 

immigration process 

Accuracy Information is mostly 

inaccurate and does 

not include references 

to specific elements 

from research 

Information is mostly 

accurate and includes 

a few references to 

specific elements from 

research 

Information is accurate 

and includes some 

references to specific 

elements from 

research 

Information is accurate 

and includes multiple 

references to specific 

elements of research  

Insight Project reveals no 

insight concerning 

“coming to America” 

theme 

Project reveals little 

insight concerning 

“coming to America” 

theme 

Project reveals good 

insight concerning 

“coming to America” 

theme 

Project reveals clear 

insight concerning 

“coming to America” 

theme 

Attention to 

Detail and 

Effort 

No to little attention 

to detail 

Neatness and Effort 

are lacking 

Slight attention to 

detail 

Neatness and effort 

are fair 

Good attention to 

detail 

Neatness and Effort 

are good to average 

Thorough attention to 

detail  

Neatness and Effort 

are excellent 

Organization 

and Mechanics 

No organization 

evident and 

mechanical errors 

interfere with 

communication of 

ideas 

Lacks organization and 

more than some 

mechanical errors 

Generally organized 

and few mechanical 

errors 

Well organized and 

excellent use of 

mechanics  

 
 
 
 


